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1. AT NOON ON JANUARY 23 THE MUCH-HERALDED REORGANIZATION OF THE 
VENEZUELAN CABINET WAS ANNOUNCED. THE NEW MINISTERS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR RELATIONS - DR. OCTAVIO LEPAGE 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS - DR. RAMON ESCOVAR SALOM 

MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT - DR. JOSE IGNACIO CASAL 

MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE - DR. ANTONIO PARRA LEON 

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE - DR. CARMELO CONTRERAS 

MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS - DR. LEOPOLDO SUCRE FIGARELLA 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR INFORMATION DR. GUIDO GROOSCORS 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE PRESIDENCY - DR. EFRAIN SCHACHT ARISTEGUIETA 

2. IN ADDITION, THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS WERE ANNOUNCED: 

PRESIDENT OF THE VENEZUELAN INVESTMENT FUND - DR. CONSTANTINO 
QUERO MORALES 
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GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ZULIA - DR. OMAR BARALT 
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3. LEPAGE, BORN NOVEMBER 24, 1923, HAS BEEN SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE RULING ACCION DEMOCRATICA PARTY SINCE 1972, HAS BEEN AN AD 
MILITANT ALL HIS LIFE, AND WAS ELECTED SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF 
MIRANDA IN 1973. ESCOVAR, BORN JULY 23, 1926, WAS MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE 1964-1966, WAS ELECTED TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES IN 1973 
AS AN INDEPENDENT ON THE AD CONGRESSIONAL SLATE (SEE EMBASSY'S 
LENGTHY BIOGRAPHIC REPORT DATED DECEMBER 23, 1974). CASAL, WHO 
IS IN HIS 40'S, HAS BEEN SERVING AS DIRECTOR GENERAL OF INDUSTRIES 
IN THE MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT AND IS A FORMER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE VENEZUELAN CHAMBER OF INDUSTRIES AND PRESIDENT OF THE 
VENEZUELAN SOCIETY OF MINING ENGINEERS. PARRA IS THE DIRECTOR OF 
THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL OF THE CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF VENEZUELA 
IN CARACAS. CONTRERAS, BORN JULY 18, 1935, IS A CALLTLEMAN FROM 
THE STATE OF ZULIA AND HAS BEEN GOVERNOR OF THAT STATE SINCE 
MARCH 1974. SUCRE, BORN AUGUST 1, 1926, AN ENGINEER BY PROFESSION, 

IS AN ACCION DEMOCRATICA POLITICIAN WHO WAS GOVERNOR OF THE 
STATE OF BOLIVAR 1960-62, MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS UNDER PRESIDENTS 
BETANCOURT AND LEONI AND LATER POLITICAL SECRETARY OF AD. GROOSCORS, 

A FORMER EXECUTIVE OF MCCANN-ERICKSON IN VENEZUELA, WAS BORN 
AUGUST 30, 1925. HE IS A FORMER AMBASSADOR TO COSTA RICA AND THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND ONCE HEADED THE CENTRAL OFFICE OF INFORMATION. 

SINCE MARCH 1974 HE HAS BEEN DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR RELATIONS. SCHACHT HAS BEEN FOREIGN MINISTER SINCE 
MARCH 1974 AND NOW EXCHANGES JOBS WITH ESCOVAR. 

3. QUERO HAS BEEN SERVING AS MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT SINCE JULY 
1974. A 46- YEAR OLD ECONOMIST. HE HAS HAD EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN 
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS WITHIN THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT. BARALT 
IS A FORMER PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ZULIA AND PRESIDENT OF 
THE VENEZUELAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION SINCE MARCH 1974. 

4. THE NEW MINISTERS ARE TO BE SWORN IN THE AFTERNOON OF JANUARY 23. 

5. MORE DETAILED BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON THE NEW CABINET OFFICERS 
WILL BE SUBMITTED PROMPTLY. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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